Thompson trounces competition at PAC racquetball tourney
January, 2011
It had been 22 years since Andy Thompson had competed in and won Prairie Athletic Club’s Singles Racquetball Tournament. However, not much has changed as he steamrolled the competition to win the Mens Open title again this weekend.

Thompson gave up a grand total of 13 points in three matches, peppering Paul Krueger 15-4, 15-2 in the championship match. With a devastating drive serve producing numerous aces, Thompson wasn’t challenged by the four-time club champ.

The hardest hitter on the planet, Thompson’s shots are in the range of about 200 miles per hour. He used that dominating drive serve to take out Alex Korenic in the quarter-finals and two-time club champ Tracy Chynoweth in the semis.
After semi-final losses each of the last four years, Krueger was finally able to solve Jamie Arnold in two games to advance to the championship match.

Arnold had his streak of four straight final appearances stopped, while Krueger made it back to the finals for the first time since 2006 and extended his streak of at least reaching the semis to 11 straight years.

Krueger repeated his 35+Open title by outlasting Chynoweth in a tiebreaker for the second straight year 8-15, 15-5, 11-10. Krueger advanced to the final with a win over Scott Willan, while Chynoweth topped Arnold.
Becky Denniston continued to own the Womens Open division, edging Jesi Haak 11-10 in a tiebreaker to win the title for the fourth straight year and fifth time overall.

Krueger and Haak topped Denniston and Chynoweth for the Mixed Open crown.

Dave Travis took out Jim Gariti to win Mens AA, while 12-year-old Justus Benson continued his meteoric rise up the ranks by edging Jeff McGee for the Mens A title.

In what could be some foreshadowing the future, Thompson’s son Luke defeated Krueger’s son Caden in a tiebreaker in the Juniors 2-bounce final. Jacob Rajkovich stopped Tyler Nelson to win the 1-bounce division.

Nearly 100 players competed in the tourney, which featured 16 divisions – including two junior divisions – and was sponsored by Service Specialists. Food and beverages were provided by Jimmy John’s, JB’s Italian Grille, Uno Chicago Grill and Wisconsin Distributors. Results of the tournament are listed below.

2011 PAC Club Singles Racquetball Tournament
Mens Open – 1, Andy Thompson; 2, Paul Krueger; Consolation, Scott Willan.

Mens 35+Open – 1, Paul Krueger; 2, Tracy Chynoweth; Consolation, Dan Henderson.

Mens AA – 1, Dave Travis; 2, Jim Gariti; Consolation, Jeff McGee.

Mens 35+A – 1, Dwayne Schernecker; 2, Scott Kugler. 

Mens 35+B – 1, David Bajkiewicz; 2, Jason Helmstadter.
Mens A – 1, Justus Benson; 2, Jeff McGee; Consolation, Jason Ostrenga.

Mens B – 1, Lucas Tuesta; 2, Keith Holmes; Consolation, Jamie Walsh.
Mens C – 1, Pat Crenshaw; 2, Ben Schroeder; Consolation, Michael Fredenberg.
Mens D – 1, Alex Gariti; 2, Zach Gariti.
Womens Open – 1, Becky Denniston; 2, Jesi Haak; Consolation, Kathleen Johnson. 

Womens A – 1, Lisa Rajkovich; 2, Lori Leverton; Consolation, Rachel Olson.
Womens B/C – 1, Kathy Wessel; 2, Dawn Nelson; Consolation, Nicole Suchomel.
Juniors, 1-bounce – 1, Jacob Rajkovich; 2, Tyler Nelson; Consolation, Andrew Rajkovich. 

Juniors, 2-bounce – 1, Luke Thompson; 2, Caden Krueger; Consolation, Taylor Thompson.

Mixed Open – 1, Paul Krueger/Jesi Haak; 2, Tracy Chynoweth/Becky Denniston.
Mixed A – 1, Bruce Thompson/Rachel Olson; 2, Kevin Falvey/Pam Larsen; Consolation, Andrew McHenry/Jess Hoyt.

