WAMBO Tournament Recap
March 19, 2007

The 30th annual WAMBO racquetball tournament is in the books and as usual there was plenty of great racquetball to go around.  The draw was a little light this year with the State tournament taking place this coming weekend and players resting up for that event.  For the 80 of us who played though, I am sure the couch felt awfully good on Sunday.  
 
The Men’s Open draw was taken by Shannon Riley who has rarely been stopped this year in any tournament.  Shannon’s court speed and tournament toughness are a hard combination to beat and he succeeded in knocking down all comers in the round robin event.  Howie Grigg finished second and Carl Evers third.  The Men’s A division was won by up and comer Chris Rockwell in one of the most impressive performances of the event.  Chris worked his way through a tough field and is really learning how to combine his raw power with court savvy.  Joe Allard took home the #2 spot in that event after besting #1 seed Mike Brown in the semi’s.  Joe has had a great tournament season as well.  Erik Dombrowsky took the consolation division in the A’s. The B’s was won by Todd Jourdan with James Larson finishing second and Supreme’s Jack Debertin winning consolation.  The C’s was won by UW student Brandon Baseman with Kevin Hendricks finishing second and Supreme’s Jocelyn Hanson besting all the guys to take home the consolation draw.  The 35+ B division was claimed by two eventer Erik Dombrowsky besting Doug Blankshein in the final.  Rockfords Frank Johnson won the consolation.  The A doubles event featured a strong draw with Tom Goff and Steve Anderson coming out on top out lasting Howie Grigg and Jason Kopras in the final.  Kirk Maguire and Jeff Daniels put together a nice run of wins to take the consolation.  Terry Alberti and Mark Barnes used all there veteran savvy to win the Age group doubles beating Rockfords Bill Coon and Pat Moran in a hard fought tie breaker.  In the women’s Open division Kim Whalen looked her usual dominant self claiming the title with Jen Bezrutczyk taking second place looking every bit a legitimate open contender.  Jessica Gammey won the women’s B division while teenager Amy Miller finished a strong second.  The mixed doubles event was won by Juan Niaves and Pam Larson over the youthful team of Drew Brannigan and Jen Bezrutczyk in a hard fought tie breaker.  As usual tournament director Joan Wick ran a smooth sailing event.  Special thanks goes out to Peter Fauerbach who rehydrated us all after the matches were over with his exceptional Fauerbach Amber and Export beers.
                                                                                                                                                               
On a sad note, long time Supreme racquetball player and friend to many, Brian Parrott lost his battle with Cancer on Saturday.  Brian played in as many WAMBO tournaments as anyone and will be missed by all of us.  There are no immediate funeral services planned for Brian but rather a celebration of his life sometime in June on the land in central Wisconsin that he loved so much.  Brian will also be officially inducted into the Supreme Racquetball Hall of Fame at that ceremony.  Knowing that many people would ask if there is anything they could do for his family, Brian (who is an avid arborist) simply asked us to tell people to plant a tree this spring and think of him.  If you would like to express your sympathies to Brian’s family, please e-mail his wife Karen at parhalf@tds.net 
